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Strengths

' Irish and English taught at
primary and postprimary
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{Primary Language
Curriculum

1 Presernce ur migrant
communities and
languages
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Challenges

1 Global dominance of
English

1 Unawareness of the
opportunities that
languages offer

1 Difficulties accessing
heritage language
education
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Acknowledgingthe presence of a variety of languages in a classroom provide
an opportunity for teachers tembracethe multilingual classroom and to

foster increased learning aralvareness about languagder all children. The
Primary Language Curriculum reflects the linguistic diversity visible in primary
schools by acknowledging languages to include English Irish and other
languages. Each child comes to school with their awigue linguistic
repertoireand opportunities lie imrawingonA1 I AEEI AOAT 6O |
I AT COACA8 2AEAOAT AA O1 O1T OEAO 1 AT C
to draw on andsupportthe linguistic abilities of all children and to provide
exciting opportunitiesor them toexplore, examine and compare languages.
For example, they can be encouraged to read and write texts in their home
languages and to share these texts with peé&tacouraginghem to use their
home languages and tehare their knowledgef languages promotes

language awareness in the classrodinscussinghe similarities and

differences between languages, to include English and/or Irish and other
languages helps children tevelop an awareness them and togain insight

into the links that exist between language and culture (NCCA, 2019, p. 45).



1 Spotlights the importance of
supportingmultiple cultures
and languages
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Currlculum examine and compare
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1 Flexibility and choice offered
by learning outcomes




Number and label Stage I: Junior and senior infants  Stage 2: First and second classes Stage 3:Third and fourth classes Stage 4: Fifth and sixth classes

Through appropriately playful Through appropriately engaging Through appropriately engaging Through appropriately engaging
learning experiences, children should  learning experiences, children should  learning experiences, children should  leaming experiences, children should
be able to be able to be able to be able to

|. Engagement, listening and ~ Show interest in, demonstrate joint attenti actively listen and attend for Recognise themselves as listeners and

attention enjoyment and for a particular purpose, find in other languages where appropriate, ') speakers, engaging purposefully and
DTFI,CI+2 ety

ively listen and attend for extended
periods of time, to indude other
languages where appropriate, listening
for more detail and nuanced meanings.

empajiissen -

Express their individuality through
their lnowledge and use of various

Evaluate how the purpose, situation
and audience/listener influence the
speaker's register; dialect and accent.

Actively listen and extract meaning and
enjoyment from conversations and

texts in a range of genres and where
possible, in various languages,

2. Motivation and choice Choose, listen to, respond to and create texts in a range of genres, and in other

languages where appropriate, across the curriculum for pleasure and interest,

Choose, listen to, critically respond to and create texts in a range of genres
and in other languages where appropriate, across the curriculum for pleasure,
interest and specific purposes. D TF2, C4

Learning Outcomes and Linguistic Diversity

Oral Language




Number and label

|. Engagement

2. Motivatiofand choice

Communicating

3. Conventions of print and
sentence structure

Reading

Stage 1: Junior and senior infants Stage 2: First and second classes

Through appropriately playful Through appropriately engaging
learning experiences, children should  learning experiences, children should
be able to be able to

Attend to, take part in and enjoy listening to reading and talking about the meaning
and interpretation of written words and illustrations with others, recognising
themselves as readers.

Discover and explore texts in various Ianguages.%TFl ,Cl+2+3

Choose, read and communicate

about text in a range of genres and
languages for pleasure, interest and
specific purposes. ©TF2, C2+3

Choose, read and communicate
about text in a range of genres and
languages for pleasure and interest.

Use conventions of print and
sentence structure to help understand
text. DTF3,C3

Identify and use basic conventions of
print in text. DTF3,Cl+2

Learning Outcomes for Reading (L1)

Stage 3: Third and fourth classes Stage 4: fifth and sixth dasses

Through appropriately engaging Through appropriately engaging
learning experiences, children should learning experiences, children should
be able to be able to

Develop their interest in and enjoyment of literature and reading in a variety of
genres across the curriculum.

Engage with texts of increasing complexity, and'd
various Ianguages.% TFI,C4

Choose, read and critically respond to texts in a range of genres and

languages across the curriculum for pleasure, interest and specific purposes.
DTF2, C4

Analyse and compare conventions of print in texts of increasing complexity:

Analyse sentence structures, including simple, compound and complex
sentences in texts.

Compare sentence structures and texts in various languages. ©TF3, C3+4

Learning Outcomes and Linguistic Diversity




Learning Outcomes for Writing (L1)

Number and label Stage 1: Junior and senior infants Stage 2: First and second classes Stage 3: Third and fourth classes Stage 4: Fifth and sixth classes
Through appropriately playful Through appropriately engaging Through appropriately engaging Through appropriately engaging
learning experiences, children should  learning expgaaaegs.children should  learning experiences, children should  learning experiences, children should
be able to be able to be able to

|. Engagement Attend to, take part in and have fun Take part in and enjoy writing, across Engage positively and purposefully while creating text in a vanety of genres, other

mark-making, drawing and wiriting languages where appropriate, to

communicate with others. ©TFI, C3

anguages where appropriate and across the curmiculum.
across languages where approptj

communicate with others. e writing as a tool to clarify and structure thought and to express individuality.

S TFI,Cl+2 Recognise themselves as writers, ¥ TFI, C4
take part in and enjoy writing, across
languages where appropriate, to
ommunicate with others.
2. Motivation and choice Choose appropriate tools, content and topics for g and select Evaluate and critically choose appropriate tools, strategies, content and topics
texts for sharing with others. DTF2, C|+2+3 to create text in a range of genres across the curriculum for a variety of

purposes and audiences. ©TF2, C4

Learning Outcomes and Linguistic Diversity

Writing




Whole school approac

Practical classroom
activities

Working with
vocabulary

Having fun with
multilingual dialogues

https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/CurriculurAreas/Primary
Language/PrimanyLanguageToolkit/

e Support Material
ik ENGLISH | ORAL LANGUAGE | READI

Exploring linguistic diversity

Linguistic diversity as a resource
LEARNING OUTCOMES

This guide supports the teaching of all
languages and is relevant to all learning
outcomes across the three strands.

Children can be familiar with languages
other than English or Irish for a variety
of reasons. Some children have parents
and extended family who communicate
in these languages, some have
experienced them to various degrees
because they spent time in other
countries and some have friends and
neighbours who speak them.

Learning experiences that promote
awareness of linguistic diversity benefit
all children.Teachers can help children
to observe the
multilingual reality
that already
surrounds them
and encourage
them to see it
as a valuable
resource.

*Oral Language/Teanga 6 Bhéal
*Reading/Léitheoireacht
*Writing /Scribhneoireacht

Linguistic diversity
is a part of Irish
society and is
therefore reflected
in schools in
Ireland.

PRIMARY LANGUAGE CURRICULUM

ENGLISH

www.curriculumonline.ie

www.ncca.ie/primary

NG | WRITING | Stage | - Stage 4

Learning experiences can be adapted
according to the ages of the children,
their language skills and the diversity
represented in the school and in the
local community.

A range of linguistic experiences

Children’s

Language is not

language only a tool that
experiences are allows chlldren to
wide ranging communicate and

learn, but itis a
core component of
a child's identity. |

and they are
shaped by many
circumstances,
migration being only one of them.

It is important to provide a learning
environment that fosters linguistic
diversity and values all languages and

all abilities. Teachers can encourage
children to reflect on the experience of
speaking or being exposed to languages
that are different to the school
languages, English and Irish.

Developed in collaboration with Dr FrancedcaMorgia


https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Primary-Language/Primary-Language-Toolkit/?lang=en-ie

https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Primary-
Language/Primary-Language-Toolkit/

developments
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Primary
Language
Toolkit

A Using all the language

of the classroom

A Practical classroom
strategies to promote
language awareness

PRIMARY LANGUAGE CURRICULUM

ENGLISH

Support Material

ENGLISH | ORAL LANGUAGE | READING | WRITING | Stage | - Stage 4

Supporting the development of language awareness

LEARNING OUTCOMES

This guide supports the teaching of all
languages and is relevant to all learning
outcomes across the three strands.

*Oral Language/Teanga 6 Bhéal
*Reading/Léitheoireacht

*Writing /Scribhneoireacht

Using the languages of the
classroom to promote language
awareness

Language is the chief means by which we
think. Regardless of the language used,
all language activities are exercises in
thinking. From a very early stage in their
development, most children begin to use
language to express themselves. Their
implicit understanding of what they

say helps them to express their needs
with a view to having those needs met.
Developing an awareness of language,
what it is and how it works, enables
learners’ implicit knowledge and
understanding of language to be raised
to an explicit level e.g., a child may
recognise a sound that occurs in his/her
home language and in Irish and know
that it does not occur in English. It is
one of the most important outcomes

of an integrated approach to language
learning.

Being language aware contributes to the
learning of language(s) and curriculum
content and the development of literacy.
It helps to develop children’s confidence
and helps them to become independent
learners. Classrooms where children

are exposed to, and use, more than one
language in a meaningful way, provide

an excellent environment for language
awareness to develop.

All languages, be they
English, Irish and/or home
languages. provide a
resource for
developing language
awareness among all
learners including those
who only have experience
of one language at home
(Kirwan 2014; Little and
Kirwan, 2019)
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www.ncca.ie/primary

Developed in collaboration with éirdreKirwan
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https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Primary-Language/Primary-Language-Toolkit/



