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Part 2: Implementing a plurilingual 
approach to language education in the 
primary school



Language 
Learning in 
Ireland

Strengths

¶Irish and English taught at 
primary and post-primary 
level

¶Primary Language 
Curriculum

¶Presence of migrant 
communities and 
languages

Challenges

¶Global dominance of 
English

¶Unawareness of the 
opportunities that 
languages offer

¶Difficulties accessing 
heritage language 
education
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Linguistic 
ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÁÓ Á ȬÂÉÇ 
ÉÄÅÁȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Primary 
Language 
Curriculum

Acknowledging the presence of a variety of languages in a classroom provides 
an opportunity for teachers to embracethe multilingual classroom and to 
foster increased learning and awareness about language for all children. The 
Primary Language Curriculum reflects the linguistic diversity visible in primary 
schools by acknowledging languages to include English, Irish and other 
languages. Each child comes to school with their own unique linguistic 
repertoireand opportunities lie in drawing on ÁÌÌ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ 
ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅȢ 2ÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ȬÏÔÈÅÒ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅÓȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ÅÎÁÂÌÅÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ 
to draw on and supportthe linguistic abilities of all children and to provide 
exciting opportunities for them to explore, examine and compare languages. 
For example, they can be encouraged to read and write texts in their home 
languages and to share these texts with peers. Encouraging them to use their 
home languages and to share their knowledge of languages promotes 
language awareness in the classroom. Discussing the similarities and 
differences between languages, to include English and/or Irish and other 
languages helps children to develop an awareness of them and to gain insight 
into the links that exist between language and culture (NCCA, 2019, p. 45).



Linguistic 
ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÁÓ Á ȬÂÉÇ 
ÉÄÅÁȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Primary 
Language 
Curriculum

¶Spotlights the importance of 
supportingmultiple cultures 
and languages

¶2ÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ȬÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
ÌÉÎÇÕÉÓÔÉÃ ÒÅÐÅÒÔÏÉÒÅÓȭ

¶Acknowledgement of other 
languages in the classroom 
and school

¶2ÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ȬÏÔÈÅÒ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅÓȭ 
within the curriculum learning 
outcomes

¶Opportunities to explore, 
examine and compare 
languages

¶Flexibility and choice offered 
by learning outcomes



Learning Outcomes and Linguistic Diversity
Oral Language



Learning Outcomes and Linguistic Diversity
Reading



Learning Outcomes and Linguistic Diversity
Writing



Primary 
Language 
Toolkit

NCCA Curriculum Online Primary Language ToolkitDeveloped in collaboration with Dr Francesca LaMorgia

https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Primary-
Language/Primary-Language-Toolkit/

ÅWhole school approach

Å Practical classroom 
activities

ÅWorking with 
vocabulary

Å Having fun with 
multilingual dialogues

https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Primary-Language/Primary-Language-Toolkit/?lang=en-ie


Primary 
Language 
Toolkit

Developed in collaboration with Dr DéirdreKirwan

Å Using all the languages 
of the classroom

Å Practical classroom 
strategies to promote 
language awareness 



Primary 
Language 
Toolkit

%ØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
Language Learning

Support Materials

https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Primary-Language/Primary-Language-Toolkit/


