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Language 
Learning in 
Ireland

Strengths

 Irish and English taught at 
primary and post-primary 
level

 Primary Language 
Curriculum

 Presence of migrant 
communities and 
languages

Challenges

 Global dominance of 
English

 Unawareness of the 
opportunities that 
languages offer

 Difficulties accessing 
heritage language 
education
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(Languages Connect, Ireland’s Strategy for Foreign 
Languages in Education 2017-2026)



Linguistic 
diversity as a ‘big 
idea’ in the 
Primary 
Language 
Curriculum

Acknowledging the presence of a variety of languages in a classroom provides 
an opportunity for teachers to embrace the multilingual classroom and to 
foster increased learning and awareness about language for all children. The 
Primary Language Curriculum reflects the linguistic diversity visible in primary 
schools by acknowledging languages to include English, Irish and other 
languages. Each child comes to school with their own unique linguistic 
repertoire and opportunities lie in drawing on all children’s knowledge of 
language. Reference to ‘other languages’ in the curriculum enables teachers 
to draw on and support the linguistic abilities of all children and to provide 
exciting opportunities for them to explore, examine and compare languages. 
For example, they can be encouraged to read and write texts in their home 
languages and to share these texts with peers. Encouraging them to use their 
home languages and to share their knowledge of languages promotes 
language awareness in the classroom. Discussing the similarities and 
differences between languages, to include English and/or Irish and other 
languages helps children to develop an awareness of them and to gain insight 
into the links that exist between language and culture (NCCA, 2019, p. 45).



Linguistic 
diversity as a ‘big 
idea’ in the 
Primary 
Language 
Curriculum

 Spotlights the importance of 
supporting multiple cultures 
and languages

 Reference to ‘children’s 
linguistic repertoires’

 Acknowledgement of other 
languages in the classroom 
and school

 Reference to ‘other languages’ 
within the curriculum learning 
outcomes

 Opportunities to explore, 
examine and compare 
languages

 Flexibility and choice offered 
by learning outcomes



Learning Outcomes and Linguistic Diversity
Oral Language



Learning Outcomes and Linguistic Diversity
Reading



Learning Outcomes and Linguistic Diversity
Writing



Primary 
Language 
Toolkit

NCCA Curriculum Online Primary Language ToolkitDeveloped in collaboration with Dr Francesca LaMorgia

https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Primary-
Language/Primary-Language-Toolkit/

• Whole school approach

• Practical classroom 
activities

• Working with 
vocabulary

• Having fun with 
multilingual dialogues

https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Primary-Language/Primary-Language-Toolkit/?lang=en-ie


Primary 
Language 
Toolkit

Developed in collaboration with Dr Déirdre Kirwan

• Using all the languages 
of the classroom

• Practical classroom 
strategies to promote 
language awareness 



Primary 
Language 
Toolkit

Examples of Children’s 
Language Learning

Support Materials

https://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Primary-Language/Primary-Language-Toolkit/



Exemplars of 
Linguistic 
Diversity in the 
primary 
classroom



https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/05a02
098-cf94-4b47-b8f8-
672de1f23eb2/Linguistic-Diversity-
Multilingual-Cities.pdf

Multilingual Cities Project



Multilingual Cities Project

Oral Language
LO5 Vocabulary

Use different strategies…to 
acquire and show understanding 
of new words, to include other 
languages

Linkage with 
Learning 
Outcomes

Reading
LO5 Phonics, word 
recognition and word 
study

Use existing language 
skills and knowledge to 
decipher text in other 
languages

Writing
Lo1 Engagement

Take part in and enjoy
writing across languages

LO5 Vocabulary

Examine, select and 
justify appropriate 
vocabulary to create text 
across a range of genres 
and other languages



Exemplars of 
Linguistic 
Diversity in 
the primary 
classroom

1. Children’s 
creation of dual 
language texts.

2. Reading dual 
language texts 
and stories in 
English and 
home 
languages



Dual language/
multilingual texts 
project

(Léargas
Language Label 
Award 2010)

Topics of choice

Text in English, Irish and/or home 
language

Opportunity to work on home 
language with parents and 
family members 

Present texts to peers and 
parents

Texts displayed in school and on 
school website 

Learning outcomes:
Reading
Writing
Oral Language



Portuguese/English 
dual language text







Polish/English 
book









Today in Limerick, 
Opportunities and 
Challenges for Ireland

Dr. Fíodhna Gardiner-Hyland: fiodhna.gardiner@mic.ul.ie

TEAL 

Project:

2 Post-

Primary +

6 Primary-

Oscailt

Network

TEAL aims to develop 
improved culturally and 
linguistically responsive 
teaching within 8 school 
environments and develop a 
network-based multilingual, 
inclusive, responsive CPD 
programme based on needs 
identified in an extensive 
needs analysis by teachers. 



Aims of the TEAL Project

A Teacher Development Project to:

Dr. Fíodhna Gardiner-Hyland: fiodhna.gardiner@mic.ul.ie

Maximizing 

language 

and literacy 

skills in 

English.

Embrace 

the whole 

EAL child

Tapping 

into 

benefits of 

linguistic/ 

cultural 

diversity 

for all 

pupils.

Integrating 

home 

languages 

into the 

classroom.

European 
Language Label 

Award 



Tell-a-Tale | Inis
Scéal

Twitter
@TaT_InisSceal

Instagram
@tell_a_tale.inis_sceal 



Scoil Bhríde
Cailíní: 
An Irish case 
study

“Dr Deirdre Kirwan, presented a 
case study of her school – which is a 
journey of transformation from 
monolingual English speaking school 
to a school where plurilingualism 
became reality”.

(healthylinguisticdiet.com)



Scoil Bhríde
Cailíní: 

An Irish case 
study

“By encouraging EAL pupils to 
volunteer words and phrases in 
their home language, the 
teacher ensures that those 
languages are always activated 
to support pupils’ learning. EAL 
pupils know that the teacher 
and their classmates do not 
know their home language, 
which means that they can 
contribute information that 
would otherwise not be 
available to the class” .

(PPLI Primary Guidelines, p. 30)



From 
curriculum to 
practice

“Ultimately attitudes to language reflect attitudes to the users and the 
uses of the language”

(Holmes, 2013)

The crucial impact of teacher attitude


