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Post -Primary Languages Ireland (PPLI)

To promote the personal, social, professional 

and economic benefits of foreign language skills 

to principals, teachers, guidance counsellors, 

parents and students, in collaboration with all 

stakeholders.

Facilitated by PPLI since Sept 2018

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Irelandôs education system will promote a 

society where the ability to learn and use at 

least one foreign language is taken for granted, 

because of its inherent value for individuals, 

society and the economy.

Published by the Irish Government in December 2017.

STRATEGY

Languages Connect ïIrelandôs 

Strategy for Foreign Languages

in Education 2017ï2026

Diversifying, enhancing and expanding 

the teaching and learning of foreign 

languages at post-primary level.

Unit of the Department of Education.

Established in 2000.

PARENT AGENCY



Looking at the Strategy: 

Four overarching goals

1. Improve language proficiency by creating a more engaging 

learning environment. 

2. Diversify and increase the uptake of languages learned and 

cultivate the languages of the new Irish. 

3. Increase awareness of the importance of language learning to 

encourage the wider use of foreign languages. 

4. Enhance employer engagement in the development and use 

of trade languages



Creating a more engaging environment

ÅITE and CPD

ÅEvidence of CEFR Level B2.2 across all language 

skills for registration 

ÅIncrease possibilities for short-term teacher 

exchanges in the post-primary sector and promote 

their uptake

?
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Continue to encourage and support the use of 
innovative teaching methods and ICT supports for 
teaching and learning languages
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Communities of Practice:

54 meetings in 2020, 594 attendees
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Supports for Teaching and Learning

Expand the language assistants' scheme to include other languages 

and countries, and increase the number of assistants and the 

participation by schools in the scheme
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Supports for Teaching and Learning

The Departmentôs Inspectorate 

will, through its evaluation and 

advisory processes, provide 

positive support for a quality 

foreign language education for 

learners. This will include advice 

and guidance to schools about 

using school self-evaluation, 

school planning to improve foreign 

language education, and a range 

of evaluation approaches to 

monitor and report on the quality 

of foreign language education

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Inspection-Reports-Publications/Evaluation-Reports-Guidelines/Modern-Foreign-Languages-Report.pdf


ÅCarry out periodic surveys of studentsô attitudes and experiences of 

foreign language learning

Supports for Teaching and Learning
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CLIL

Explore the potential of using Content and Language Integrated 

Learning (CLIL) to support and reinforce language learning. 
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Primary Languages

Ask the National Council for 

Curriculum and Assessment 

(NCCA) to give consideration to 

including foreign languages in 

senior classes as part of its 

review of the primary 

curriculum. The Department will 

consider the recommendations 

of the review following 

completion.
Develop a new, modern languages in 

primary school Initiative.
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Diversify, increase and cultivate

Teacher Supply 

Carry out research to 

identify future language 

needs and aim for 

provision and uptake in 

line with those needs. 
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Teacher Supply
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Visiting Spanish Teacher Programme
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Teacher Upskilling

Complete the audit to identify teachers who are qualified to 

teach a foreign language but who may not have the 

opportunity to teach that language in their schools. Provide 

opportunities and incentives for these teachers to upskill by 

means of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) or 

post-graduate courses. 
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Funding for Shortfall in TC criteria for 

registration

Åhttps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TCShortfallFunding

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TCShortfallFunding
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Support for Immigrant Languages

Å Carry out an audit, in 

collaboration with interested 

embassies, in order to 

identify locations where 

there is a level of interest 

and demand for mother 

tongue support to inform 

further provision

Å In contact regularly with 

relevant embassies and 

recently with ALL 

representative embassies of 

non-curricular languages

Å Research ongoing


