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Post -Primary Languages Ireland (PPLI)

PARENT AGENCY

Teangacha Diversifying, enhancing and expanding
lar-bhunscoile Eireann . ) .
Post-Primary the teaching and learning of foreign
Languages Ireland languages at post-primary level.

Unit of the Department of Education.
Established in 2000.
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Languages Connecti | r el and 6 s y P

) society where the ability to learn and use at
Sireiig)y or Fo s Lhgrges least one foreign language is taken for granted,
in Education 2017 2026 because of its inherent value for individuals,
society and the economy.

Published by the Irish Government in December 2017.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

To promote the personal, social, professional
@ Languages

and economic benefits of foreign language skills

ConneCt to principals, teachers, guidance counsellors,
parents and students, in collaboration with all
stakeholders.

/ Facilitated by PPLI since Sept 2018
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Looking at the Strategy:
Four overarching goals

1. Improve language proficiency by creating a more engaging
learning environment.

2. Diversify and increase the uptake of languages learned and
cultivate the languages of the new Irish.

3. Increase awareness of the importance of language learning to
encourage the wider use of foreign languages.

4. Enhance employer engagement in the development and use
of trade languages



Creating a more engaging environment

AITE and CPD

AEvidence of CEFR Level B2.2 across all language
skills for registration

Alncrease possibilities for short-term teacher
exchanges in the post-primary sector and promote
their uptake



Continue to encourage and support the use of
Innovative teaching methods and ICT supports for
teaching and learning languages

Digital Technologies - Tutorials 4]

On this page we collect all the various tutorials that we have available for
using Digital Technologies with your classes.

Click on each item below to learn more.

More tutorials are planned and will be added when available. For example:
Spiral and ChatterPix tutorials have recently been added, with Flipgrid
and others being uploaded in the next few weeks.
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Communities of Practice:
54 meetings in 2020, 594 attendees

A glimpse at ideas shared during the MFL
CoP in the last 3 months!
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Supports for Teaching and Learning

Expand the language assistants' scheme to include other languages

and countries, and increase the number of assistants and the

participation by schools in the scheme

Schools 17/18 18/19 19/20 | 20/21 |21 /22
Spain 176 12 20 30 34 34
France 534 60 70 70 70 70
Germany 322 30 34 40 40 40
Italy 14 6 g 9 5
Austria (German) 2 10 10 10
Switzerland (SxGerman+5xFrench) 1] 0 0
Wallonia (French) 5 ] 5
Japanese 2 2 2

110 139 166 170 170
Teangacha
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Supports for Teaching and Learning

The Department os | Modern Foreign Languages:
will, through its evaluation and
advisory processes, provide ik s
positive support for a quality
foreign language education for
learners. This will include advice
and guidance to schools about
using school self-evaluation,
school planning to improve foreign
language education, and a range
of evaluation approaches to
monitor and report on the quality
of foreign language education
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https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Inspection-Reports-Publications/Evaluation-Reports-Guidelines/Modern-Foreign-Languages-Report.pdf

Supports for Teaching and Learning

ACarry out periodic surveys
foreign language learning

What They Like About Studying Foreign Languages

“My mom is fluent in
French so she made
me pick it”

Family
Parents or siblings
may influence
choice if they have
a strong opinion

Dictated by
School
Some schools
don’t offer a
choice —foreign
languages are Sense of

Future work
Makes CV look
good — but not

many think they
will actually use it

in their daily job Relatable .
Travel . mandatory Achievement
o . Subject .
Majority see this A wav o blow off Gives you an extra
as the most Y skill or added

. steam after

obvious reason for X _ advantage. An
dealing with

studying a foreign
language

subjects such as

Maths or Physics language

It would be a good thing to be able
to use it on holidays but sometimes |
think it’s putting in a long, long time
just for a week or two”

“It would be a good thing to have on your
CV...maybe you can get work in another
country even!”

aspiration of being
fluent in another

o f

St ui




CLIL

Explore the potential of using Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL) to support and reinforce language learning.
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Primary Languages

Ask the National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment
(NCCA) to give consideration to
including foreign languages in
senior classes as part of its
review of the primary
curriculum. The Department will
consider the recommendations
of the review following
completion.
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Programme

for Government
Our Shared Future

Develop a new, modern languages in
primary school Initiative.
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Diversify, increase and cultivate

Teacher Supply 4 .

Carry out research to
identify future language
needs and aim for
provision and uptake in
line with those needs.
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5/12/2021

Teacher Supply

06 April, 2021 - Ministers Foley and Harris announce
additional places on upskilling programmes for post-
primary teachers in mathematics, physics and Spanish and
new upskilling programme in Irish

The Minister for Education Morma Foley TD and the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation
and Science Simon Harris TD are delighted to announce additional places in 2022 on programmes to upskill registered

post-primary teachers to teach mathematics, physics and Spanish and the intention to issue a call for 2 new upskilling
programme in Irish.

Ministar Foley said: "l am delightad to announce, with my colleague Minister Harris, additional places for naxt year's
intake to the current upskilling programmes in mathematics, physics and Spanish for teachers in post-primary schools,

"There has been intense interest from teachers in these programmes, and the number of applications for the
programmes that began in January 2021 was significantly in excess of available places. | would like to applaud the great
commitment and willingness of our teachers to increase their skills and knowledge to meet the neads of our schools
and students.
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Visiting Spanish Teacher Programme
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Post-Primary Languages Ireland (PPLI) @languages_ie - Mar 4

Is your school looking to fill a Spanish teaching post? If so, you might be
interested in The Visiting Spanish Teacher Programme, an exciting new
pilot venture between Dept of Ed @Education_Ire and Spanish govt
@asesoria_dublin Info at ppli.ie/news/visiting-... Deadline 15th March




Teacher Upskilling

Complete the audit to identify teachers who are qualified to
teach a foreign language but who may not have the
opportunity to teach that language in their schools. Provide
opportunities and incentives for these teachers to upskill by
means of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) or
post-graduate courses.

A total of 67 teachers were granted funding in 2019.Of the 67 successful applicants 35% were for French, 33%
for Spanish, 26% for German and 6% were for Italian upskilling. The upskilling scheme has provided
meaningful and tangible support to teachers who provided evidence of increased language proficiency and
CEFR levels.

Seven schools were able to introduce a new language and offer more languages to students (Spanish,
German, Italian). In schools where the target language was already being taught the school was able to
expand language provision or use additional teachers to deliver the subject.

Gaining confidence in the target language was rated as the most positive outcome for teachers, followed by
improving their CEFR level, both of which are likely to result in improved outcomes for students in these

language classrooms. /
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Funding for Shortfall in TC criteria for
registration

A https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TCShortfallFunding

PPLI Funding Scheme for MFL Teachers

The PPLI Funding scheme is designed for MFL teachers with a shortfall in
Teaching Council registration criteria. The aim of the scheme is to increase
MFL teaching capacity in post-primary schools in Ireland.

The target group consists of MFL teachers who have a shortfall in
Teaching Council registration criteria for a foreign language on the post-
primary curriculum. Teachers may be internationally qualified, or they may
have done a degree in Ireland which is missing credits in a particular area.

Be sure to read the Guidelines provided for more information and criteria.

Apply heres>
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TCShortfallFunding

Support for Immigrant Languages

A Carry out an audit, in
collaboration with interested
embassies, in order to
identify locations where
there is a level of interest
and demand for mother
tongue support to inform
further provision

A In contact regularly with
relevant embassies and
recently with ALL
representative embassies of
non-curricular languages

A Research ongoing
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